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to make Italy an acceptable partner. The operation must be counted
one of Bismarck's masterpieces. He had saved the situation for
Germany, conducted two secret negotiations in separate compart-
ments to the same conclusion, and won British support without
disclosing any of the essential facts to the British Prime Minister.
Outside the Three Powers who were a party to it the very existence
of the Triple Alliance was little more than a conjecture at this time,
and Bismarck contented himself with telling Salisbury that there
was " a sort of Alliance " with Italy.
The year 1887 has been called " the zenith of Bismarck's diplomacy,"
and for sheer virtuosity in a short period it deserves the name. Having
saved the Triple Alliance he had next to keep Russia in tow, an
operation of extreme delicacy in the circumstances of that year. The
Tsar, being very angry at the Austrian proceedings in Bulgaria, flatly
declined to renew the League of the Three Emperors which had been
the sheet anchor of German diplomacy during the fifteen years after
the Franco-German war. But Bismarck succeeded in persuading him
to substitute for it a Reinsurance Treaty " with Germany alone,
which provided that Germany was to be benevolently neutral if
Austria attacked Russia, and Russia, if Prance attacked Germany, and
both were to be free if either Germany or Russia were to be the
attacking parties. The two Powers also undertook jointly to prevent
Turkey from opening the Straits to foreign warships, and Germany
promised to recognize Russia's preponderant influence in Bulgaria.
In 1879 Bismarck had made a secret treaty with Austria, behind the
back of Russia, pledging German support to Austria if she were
attacked by Russia, and he now balanced this with a corresponding
arrangement with Russia behind the back of Austria. A subtle
casuistry may prove that these two Treaties were not verbally in-
compatible, but no casuistry could square the Reinsurance Treaty
with the first article1 of the Triple Alliance which stipulated for com-
plete candour between the Allies, and barred all three from being
privy to any arrangement against the others.
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The Tsar was only momentarily appeased, and in September, 1887,
he was again hotly accusing Bismarck of having betrayed him in the
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